PA Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Legislation

Writing Assignments

Assignment #1: Due____________

Party________________

District______________

Counties covered by District_______________

House/Senate_________

For your district, state the:

· major industries

· major forms of employment

· environmental aspects of the county/counties (such as waterways, state forests)

· presence or absence of natural gas drilling and what type of natural gas drilling

· importance and/or impact of natural gas drilling to their constituency

Assignment #2:  In-class Assignment Due _____________
Based on the reading and in-class videos, answer the following questions:

1.)  What do you believe is the most significant environmental impact of natural gas drilling and/or hydraulic fracturing?
2.) What do you believe is the most significant economic impact of natural gas drilling in the state?

3.)  Where is Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling occurring in PA?  What counties are impacted the most?

4.)  In what counties does more traditional, shallow well natural gas drilling occur?
Assignment #3:   Due___________

In a few short paragraphs, answer the following questions:

1.)  What were the major arguments for and against the severance tax?  Which side do you agree with and why?  How did you eventually vote on this issue and why?

2.)  What were the major arguments for and against the leasing of state forest land for natural gas drilling?  Which side do you agree with and why?  How did you eventually vote on this issue and why?
3.) How did the outcome compare to your initial plan for the bill? 
