Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Legislation
Lesson Plan

*All documents are available online….
Day 1:  Class is divided in half into House and Senate; Students select a Party and District by selecting from a list of Representatives and Senators

· Ideally would mirror current party breakdown of PA House of Representatives and PA Senate, with a small portion representing districts directly affected by natural gas drilling and others not affected or only indirectly affected (See the List of Representatives and Senators document under the teacher resources section of the website for a list of representatives to assign for the simulation)
· Pass out overview of project, which includes components of the bill students will choose from in creating their bill

· Students get into House and Senate group and select Majority & Minority Party Leaders and Majority & Minority Whips in House and Senate; students also select Conference Committee members for later in the week (teacher may select roles if preferred)
· The party leaders and whips can be given responsibilities by the teacher to help facilitate the legislative process through bill negotiation 
· Student Assignment #1:  

· Students research their constituency (Census Data) – determine major industries, major forms of employment, environmental aspects of the county/counties (such as waterways, state forests), the presence or absence of natural gas drilling and what type of natural gas drilling, the importance and/or impact of natural gas drilling to their constituency
· Students can use the Pennsylvania Census Quick Facts to aid them in their research: http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/42000.html
· Gas well maps are available on the website under “Marcellus Shale” for students to determine their prevalence in their representatives’ county/counties
Day 2:  Introduction to Marcellus Shale Natural Gas in PA
· Student Reading prior to class:

A short reading on Introduction to Marcellus Shale Natural Gas drilling in PA, also a reading on its environmental impact
· In-class (short) videos available through the website:
1.) describing the drilling and hydraulic fracturing process

2.) news broadcasts that cover some of the controversial issues surrounding natural gas in PA

· Student In-Class Assignment (Assignment #2):

· What do you believe is the most significant environmental impact of natural gas drilling and/or hydraulic fracturing?

· What do you believe is the most significant economic impact of natural gas drilling and/or hydraulic fracturing?

· Where is Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling occurring in PA?  What counties are impacted the most?

· In what counties does more traditional, shallow well natural gas drilling occur?
· Student Assignment:

Readings on severance tax and leasing of state forests for natural gas drilling; students pick 3 readings, each from different topic headings; in particular, one from Support of Severance Tax, one from Opposition to Severance Tax, and one from Leasing of State Forest Land (under Student Resources section of the website)
Day 3:  Party Caucuses in House and Senate

· Discuss the major arguments on the severance tax and stand land leasing

· Each student/representative takes a stance based on his/her party and constituency

· Negotiate, develop bill, and vote on bill
· Teacher guides discussion when necessary
Day 4:   House and Senate Debate
· House and Senate each negotiate and vote on bill (Democrats have a bill proposal and Republicans have a bill proposal.  Students argue the issues for their party’s bill, negotiate, decide on the terms of the bill and amendments, and vote (If an agreement cannot be reached on specific issues, these issues can be dropped.  If no agreements can be reached, the bill dies).  Students should be encouraged to negotiate in order to vote on a proposed bill.
· Teacher guides debate when necessary

Day 5:  Select Conference Committee Members; Conference Committee meets (if House and Senate pass two different bills)
· Negotiate, reach consensus and vote on bill

· Wrap-up discussion

Day 6:  Student Writing Assignment #3 Due


Filled-in Bills (from debate) Due


Optional:  Discussion of key issues that came up during the debates
